The Influence of Collective Action and Policy in the Development of Local Food Systems by Porreca, Lori
Utah State University 
DigitalCommons@USU 
All Graduate Theses and Dissertations Graduate Studies 
5-2010 
The Influence of Collective Action and Policy in the Development 
of Local Food Systems 
Lori Porreca 
Utah State University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd 
 Part of the Agronomy and Crop Sciences Commons, and the Sociology Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Porreca, Lori, "The Influence of Collective Action and Policy in the Development of Local Food Systems" 
(2010). All Graduate Theses and Dissertations. 713. 
https://digitalcommons.usu.edu/etd/713 
This Dissertation is brought to you for free and open 
access by the Graduate Studies at 
DigitalCommons@USU. It has been accepted for 
inclusion in All Graduate Theses and Dissertations by an 
authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@USU. For 




























_______________________       _______________________ 
Dr. Douglas Jackson‐Smith        Dr. Christy Glass 
Major Professor          Committee Member 
 
 
______________________        _______________________ 
Dr. John Allen           Dr. Michael Toney 
Committee Member          Committee Member 
 
 
______________________        _______________________ 
Dr. Claudia Radel          Dr. Byron Burnham 


















































































































  A. Key Informant Recruiting List ......................................................................... 247 












  by RUI and AI Status, 2007 ................................................................................... 15 
 
3  Agricultural Trend Types, 1987‐1997 and 1997‐2007 .......................................... 64 
 
4  Agricultural Trends in RUI/AI communities, 1997‐2007  ...................................... 64 
 
















  Cache County   ...................................................................................................... 93 
 
12  Comparison Between LFS and Non‐LFS Farmers, 
  Cache County   .................................................................................................... 100 
 
13  Socioeconomic Profile of Kent County Residents   ............................................. 103 
 
14  Top Commodities by Sales and Number of Farms, 







  Kent County  ....................................................................................................... 107 
 
17  Extent of Farmer Participation in the Local Food System, 
  Kent County  ....................................................................................................... 111 
 
18  Comparison Between LFS and Non‐LFS Farmers,  
  Kent County ........................................................................................................ 119 
 








  Frederick County  ............................................................................................... 126 
 
23  Extent of Farmer Participation in the Local Food System, 
  Frederick County  ............................................................................................... 131 
 
24  Comparison Between LFS and Non‐LFS Farmers,  
  Frederick County  ............................................................................................... 141 
 


















31  Socioeconomic Profile of Hall County Residents   .............................................. 159 
 
32  Top Commodities by Sales and Number of Farms, 






  Hall County ......................................................................................................... 163 
 
35  Extent of Farmer Participation in the Local Food System, 
  Hall County ......................................................................................................... 166 
 
36  Comparison Between LFS and Non‐LFS Farmers, 
  Hall County  ........................................................................................................ 171 
 
37  Existence of Local Food Systems ........................................................................ 173 
 










43  Population Change  ............................................................................................ 180 
 
44  Indicators of Population Density, Case Study Counties, 2000  ........................... 182 
 
45  Socioeconomic Profile of Residents, Case Study Counties, 2000  ...................... 184 
 














52  Local Food System Collective Action in Study Counties ..................................... 195 
 



































































































































































































































































































Gross Farm Sales Class         
         
$1 to $499  35,440  $7,217  26  1 
         
$400 to $999  20,547  $14,013  15  1 
         
$1,000 to $4,999  49,957  $113,960  37  9 
         
$5,000 to $9,999  13,060  $88,174  10  7 
         
$10,000 to $24,999  10,032  $151,063  7  12 
         
$25,000 to $49,999  3,903  $133,328  3  11 
         
$50,000 or more  3,878  $703,515  3  58 
         
All Farms  136,817  $1,211,270  100  100 





































































Farms  24.8  32.9  17.5  24.9  100 
Farmland  15.4  22.2  22.3  40.0  100 
Farm Sales  40.7  11.0  34.2  14.1  100 
Farms with Direct Sales  31.9  36.4  12.1  19.5  100 
Direct Sales ($)  48.6  29.2  9.7  12.5  100 
Farms with Organic Sales  41.7  24.9  16.8  16.6  100 
Farms with Organically Certified 
Land  41.0  25.6  16.3  17.0  100 
Acres of Organically Land  32.9  12.1  25.4  29.7  100 
Dollar Value of Organic Farm Sales  71.4  5.5  16.1  7.0  100 












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Declining  8.3  24.6  3.8  13.4  14.7 
De‐intensifying  4.7  21.2  3.5  18.6  14.8 
Stable  19.7  21.9  15.4  20.4  20.0 
Intensifying  56.8  21.7  62.8  35.6  38.9 





































































Informant Roles  Cache  Frederick  Kent  Yamhill  Forsyth  Hall  Shelby  Spencer 
  Farmer  45.0  34.3  55.0  45.8  43.8  50.0  76.9  60.0 
  Elected Official  15.0  5.7  10.0  8.3  0.0  5.6  0.0  0.0 
USDA, Extension, 
etc. 
5.0  8.6  15.0  16.7  25.0  16.7  7.7  5.0 
  Planner  10.0  8.6  5.0  8.3  12.5  22.2  7.7  5.0 
Community 
Organizer 
5.0  17.1  20.0  8.3  6.3  0.0  7.7  15.0 
  Media  0.0  2.9  0.0  4.2  6.3  5.6  0.0  5.0 
  Vet  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  6.3  0.0  0.0  5.0 
Surveyor/Real 
Estate/Dev. 
5.0  5.7  0.0  0.0  0.0  16.7  15.4  40.0 
  Economic 
Development 
5.0   17.1  5.0  4.2  12.5  5.6  7.7  5.0 
  Local Boards  5.0   0.0  10.0  4.2  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2002  46.0  28.2  11.7  40.5 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Cache  3  4  0  Yes  Yes  Med 
Kent  6  2  2  Yes  Yes  Med‐High 
Frederick  8  18  0  Yes  Yes  High 
Yamhill  2  7  0  Yes  Yes  Med 




























Cache  100  8.4%  6  Med 
Kent  171  14.3%  8  High 
Frederick  158  11.0%  12  Med 
Yamhill  375  17.7%  19  High 














  Cache  Kent  Frederick  Yamhill  Hall 
Direct sales to consumers from farm  7.7  45.5  17.2  18.2  31.6 
Direct sales to consumers at farmers market/CSA  4.7  27.3  6.9  0.0  31.6 
Sales to local institutions or businesses  6.2  22.7  6.9  22.7  10.5 
Uses any of these three LFS markets  12.5  54.5  20.7  36.4  47.4 
           



































  Cache  Kent  Frederick  Yamhill  Hall 
Changes made by farmers over last 5 years 
 
         
Increased direct sales  12.8  26.7  10.5  32.3  20.0 
Made changes in marketing strategy to access 
local customers  
5.4  19.0  9.1  23.4  5.3 
Made changes in crops/livestock to access local 
customers 
4.8  11.1  3.7  14.6  5.6 
Farmers that expect to increase direct sales over 
the next 5 years 
17.0  44.4  10.0  53.8  36.4 
           





























Cache  1,534,000  14.09  1.13  Med‐High 
Kent  1,642,000  2.72  0.84  Med 
Frederick  2,561,000  11.40  2.02  High 
Yamhill  1,267,000  13.12  0.46  Med 










































Cache  Med  Med  Low  Low  Med‐High  Med 
Kent  Med‐High  High  High  High  Med  High 
Frederick  High  Med  Med  Low  High  Med‐High 
Yamhill  Med  High  Med      High  Med  Med‐High 




































  Cache  Kent  Frederick  Yamhill  Hall 
Population           
1990  70,183  500,631  150,208  65,551  95,428 
2000  91,391  574,335  195,277  84,992  139,277 
2007 (est.)  108,887  604,330  224,705  96,573  180,175 
Rate of Change (overall)           
1990‐2000  30.2  14.7  30.0  29.7  45.9 
2000‐2007  19.1  5.2  15.1  13.6  29.4 
Annual Rate of Growth           
1900‐2000  2.7  1.4  2.7  2.6  3.9 


































  Cache  Kent  Frederick  Yamhill  Hall 
Population Density (persons/sq 
mile) 
         
Overall  78  671  295  119  354 
Urban Areas  1,963  2,224  1,775  N/A  907 
Non‐urban Areas  13  131  95  32  141 
           
Percent of population living 
outside urbanized area 
16.6%  14.8%  28.5%  29.5%  33.1% 
Size of Nearest Metropolitan 
Area (population) 















































  Cache  Kent  Frederick  Yamhill  Hall 
Median Income ($)  39,730  45,980  60,276  44,111  44,908 
Poverty Rate (%)  13.5  8.9  4.5  9.2  12.4 
Percent of Households with 
Incomes over $100,000 



























Land Use Category  Cache  Kent  Frederick  Yamhill  Hall 
Cropland   24.2  25.7  36.2  25.6  0.2 
Pasture  5.5  8.7  15.5  7.6  18.2 
Forest  16.0  25.4  29.7  44.0  37.2 
Developed Uses  4.4  31.1  14.0  4.5  27.8 








































Cache  44.5    64.4    21.5   
Kent  20.5    38.1      22.4 
Frederick  33.8    58.8    21.6   
Yamhill  23.7    25.2  25.2     
































Cache  29.4  39.1        6.9 
Kent    20.4    17.4  32.6   
Frederick  11.8  40.6        14.1 
Yamhill    7.7    18.3  43.6   
































   Cache  Kent   Frederick   Yamhill  Hall 
Limited resource  11.6  13.3  12.6  12.2  15.4 
Retirement  18.8  17.6  20.5  22.1  19.5 
Residential/lifestyle  45.3  40.0  35.9  42.5  38.5 
Higher sales  2.3  3.6  4.7  1.8  4.4 
Total small family farms  78.0  74.5  73.6  78.6  77.8 
           
Large ($250,000‐$499,000)  4.2  4.7  3.4  1.5  3.6 
Very large ($500,000+)  4.2  5.3  3.9  2.7  8.9 
Total large and very large family  8.4  10.0  7.3  4.2  12.5 
           
























   Cache  Kent   Frederick   Yamhill  Hall 
Limited resource  3.9  5.3  6.7  5.4  10.0 
Retirement  12.7  11.1  10.7  15.8  18.2 
Residential/lifestyle  23.5  15.9  16.5  16.5  31.4 
Higher sales  10.3  6.9  12.2  4.6  3.2 
Total small family farms  50.4  39.2  46.1  42.4  62.8 
           
Large ($250,000‐$499,000)  10.6  10.8  12.1  7.5  4.0 
Very large ($500,000+)  17.1  38.6  20.2  25.7  19.6 
Total large and very large family  27.7  49.4  32.3  33.2  23.6 
           







































  Cache  Kent  Frederick  Yamhill  Hall 
Used any of the following adaptive strategies           
Growth strategies  39.3  48.0  16.7  50.0  16.7 
Intensification strategies  59.5  52.0  63.9  64.3  50.0 
De‐Intensification strategies  34.5  24.0  25.0  19.6  37.5 



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































          ____________________________________ 
Interview context (location, other notes): ____________________________ 




          ____________________________________ 
          ____________________________________ 

































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































            
 




A National Study of Trends and Adaptive Strategies 

















A1. Do you currently own at least 5 acres of farmland in Frederick County? 
 NO  return survey in blank envelope 
 YES  continue 
 
Thinking of the farmland you own in Frederick County, please answer the following 
questions. 
A2. How long have you owned any farmland in Frederick County?_____ years 
 
a. Was any of your land in this county originally owned by your (or your 
spouse’s) parents? 
    NO    YES 
b. How would you describe your current uses of farmland in this county?  
 (Check all that apply) 
 I currently operate a commercial farm here 
 I rent my land to someone else who farms it 
 I live on farmland I own in the county 
 I use this land for recreation 
 I have a second home on this land 
 Other (explain): ____________________________________ 
 
c. How would you describe the area where most of the land you own is 
located? (Check the one category that best applies) 
   Mostly commercial farms 
   Mix of commercial and hobby farms 
   Mostly hobby farms 
   A mix of non-farm residences and farms  
   Mostly non-farm residences 
   Mostly open land and forests (non-farming uses) 
The next question is meant to identify people who are actively farming in Frederick 
County.  Some sections of our questionnaire only apply to active farmers and ranchers.  
Please answer the question and follow the instructions carefully. 
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A3. Do you or members of your household currently farm any of the land you 
own in Frederick County? 
 NO PLEASE SKIP TO QUESTION F1 on page 10 
 YES Continue on the next page 
 
TELL US ABOUT YOUR FARM 
The next questions are for people who are currently farming in this county.  We are 
interested in capturing details about current farming operations, as well about any recent 
or planned farm changes. 
B1. How much land in Frederick County do you currently operate as part of a farm 
or ranch?(Include both owned and rented farmland.) 
     Total acres operated  __________ acres 
 Of these operated acres, how many are: Owned __________ acres 
       Rented __________ acres 
B2. In 2006, roughly how many acres in your operation were used for the following 
purposes? 
Land used mainly for harvesting crops   __________ acres 
Land used mainly for grazing livestock   __________ acres 
Land that is idled or fallow     __________ acres 
Land that is forested      __________ acres 
B3. Overall, how would you compare your farmland soil quality to the average in 
your COUNTY? 
 Much worse than average 
 Worse than average 
 About average 
 Better than average 
 Much better than average 
 
B4. Which agricultural commodities were produced on this land in 2006?  (Check 
ALL that apply.) 
  LIVESTOCK    CROPS         
   Milk    Corn (either grain or silage) 
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   Dairy cattle (breeding stock)   Hay or haylage 
   Hogs      Soybeans 
   Beef       Small grains (oats, barley, etc.) 
   Sheep or Goats     Vegetables (fresh or processing) 
   Poultry      Tobacco 
   Horses      Nursery or Greenhouse crops 
   Other: _________________   Fruit, nut, or orchard crops 
   Other: _________________   Other: __________________ 
   Other: _________________   Other: __________________ 
B5. PLEASE CIRCLE the single commodity above that provided the most gross 
farm income on this land in 2006.  
 
B6. In 2006, did you sell any of your farm products direct to consumers or other 
local outlets? 
 
 No Yes 
Sales to hobby farmers   
Direct sales to consumers from farm (ex. farmstand, U-Pick, 
pumpkins)   
Direct sales to consumers at a Farmers’ Market or through 
CSA   
Sales to local institutions or businesses (ex. restaurant, 
school, grocery)   
 
B7. In 2006, did you make any money from any of the following farm-related 
enterprises? 
 
 No Yes 
Agritainment (ex. mazes, hay rides, petting zoos, farm 
events)   
Hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing   
Animal boarding, breeding and training   
Value added processing of farm products   
Other on-farm business (describe: 




B8. In 2006, did you market any of your products as having any of the following 
attributes? (Check all that apply.) 
 Locally Grown     (State name) Grown 
 Fresh-in-Season  Family-farm raised 
 Natural    Organic 
 
B9. How is your farm or ranch business organized? 
 Sole proprietorship (single family or individual operation) 
 Family partnership 
 Non-family partnership 
 A family corporation 
 A non-family corporation 
 
B10. How much of the total labor on your farming operation is provided by you 
or your family? 
 All  
 Almost all 
 More than half  
 Less than ½  (most labor done by paid, nonfamily workers) 
 None(all labor done by paid, nonfamily workers) 
 
B11. Do you work at any regular off-farm job (either full-time or part-time)? 
    NO      YES – full time   YES – part-time 
B12. Do any other adult members of your household work at any regular off-farm 
job? 
    NO      YES 
B13. Have you hired Hispanic or Latino farm workers in the last 5 years? 
    NO      YES 
RECENT CHANGES TO YOUR FARM AND HOUSEHOLD 
C1. OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS what changes were made in your farm operation?   
(For each type of change, check the category that best applies to you. If certain 
practices do not exist -- such as you did not rent land or raise livestock -- please 
indicate NA or not applicable.’) 












Farmland owned.............................................................        
Farmland rented .............................................................        
Land in conservation programs 
(CRP, WRP) 
      
Livestock sold .................................................................        
Capital investment in farm buildings...............................        
Investment in farm equipment ........................................        
Value of farm commodities sold 
(total gross sales) .....................................................  
      
Number of distinct commodities 
produced...................................................................  
      
Sales of products directly to 
consumers ................................................................  
      
On-farm (value-added) processing 
of farm products........................................................  
      
 
C2. OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS, what changes (if any) have you made to adjust to 
the increasing urbanization in your area? 
 





Changed crop spraying activities (to reduce drift or smells) 
  
Changed tillage, planting or harvesting practices (to avoid 
bothering neighbors) 
  
Move equipment during low traffic periods   
Changed in manure storage & management   
Held an open house or tour for nonfarm neighbors   
Sought out and met nonfarm neighbors   
Shifted to crops or livestock that generate more sales per 
acre 
  
Raised new crops or livestock to sell to new urban customers   
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Adjusted my marketing strategies to sell to new urban 
customers 
  
Avoided new investments in farm operation    
Sold land for non-farm development   
Idled or left fallow some of my farmland   
 
C3. In the last 5 years, how much have you changed your farming operation, such 
as what you grow or how you grow it, due to nonfarm development near the 
land you farm? 
 




1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
             
 
C4. OVER THE PAST 5 YEARS what changes were made in your household? 
 










Participation by household members in 
off-farm work.............................................................  
      
Proportion of total household income from 
farming......................................................................  
      
Household income from nonfarm self-
employment 
      
 
C5. People farm for a variety of different reasons and these motivations affect how they 
manage their land.  Please tell us how important each of the following goals and 








Maximize net farm income      
Ensure household income is 
adequate 










PLANS FOR THE FUTURE 
Maximize sale value of farmland      
Minimize debt      
Stay ahead of competition, even 
if it entails risk 
     
Desire to keep living in rural area      
Desire to keep this farm in the 
family 
     
Desire to be my own boss      
To spend more time with family      
Being a good steward of the land      
Maintain or improve quality of my 
soil 
     
Minimize nutrient & chemical 
runoff from farm 
     
Protect scenic quality of the 
property 
     
Desire to stay on good terms with 
neighbors 
     
Other (specify): 
________________________ 
     
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For the following questions, think about what you expect to happen in the next 5 
years. 
D1. Over the NEXT 5 YEARS, what changes do you expect to make in your farm 
operation?  (For each type of change, check the category that best applies to you.) 
 
 I expect that it will… 
 

















































Farmland owned.............................................................        
Farmland rented .............................................................        
Land placed in conservation programs 
(CRP, WRP) 
      
Livestock sold .................................................................        
Capital investment in farm buildings...............................        
Investment in farm equipment ........................................        
Value of farm commodities sold (total 
gross sales) ..............................................................  
      
Number of distinct commodities 
produced...................................................................  
      
Sales of products directly to 
consumers ................................................................  
      
On-farm (value-added) processing of 
farm products............................................................  
      
 
D2. Overall, on a scale of 1 to 7 (where 1 is ‘very pessimistic’ and 7 is ‘very 








            Very 
          Optimistic 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
             
 
D3. How important is selling your farmland to your ability to afford retirement? 
Not ImportantSomewhat importantImportantVery important   
D4. How important is selling some of your farmland to allow you to keep farming? 
Not ImportantSomewhat importantImportantVery important   
D5. How many more years do you personally expect to continue farming?   
(Give your best estimate in years.  If you plan to farm indefinitely or are not sure, 
check the appropriate circle to the right.) 
   ______ years  indefinitely not sure 
D6. How many more years would you estimate that this farm enterprise will be in 
business? 
   ______ years  indefinitely not sure 
D7. What category best describes your plans for passing on your farm? (Pick one) 
 
 I have identified a successor What is their relationship to you? 
 There is a potential successor Child Grandchild 
Other family member 
    Other Nonfamily Member 
 There is not an obvious person; our succession plans are uncertain 
 There is no successor available 
 Not Applicable, it is too early to tell 
 
D8. What will probably happen to this farm when you decide to retire or quit 
farming?   
(Check the one category that best applies to you.) 
 It’s too early to tell 
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 Don’t know 
 A relative will take over the operation  
 I will keep the land, but will idle it 
 I will keep the land, but rent the farm to another farmer 
 I will sell to another farmer (not a relative) 
 I will sell to a developer       
 Other (please specify): 
__________________________________________________ 
 











a. Difficulty applying ag chemicals due to 
nearby houses..............................................................  
         
b. Neighbor concerns about our fieldwork........................           
c. Neighbor concerns about our livestock ........................           
d. Traffic congestion.........................................................           
e. Cost of farmland...........................................................           
f. New housing development near my farm          
g. Land-use policies in this county          
h. Availability of local farm input suppliers          
i. Availability of local processors          
j. Availability of local marketing outlets          
k. Availability of farm labor          
l. Cost of hiring farm labor          
m. Health of key operator(s)          
n. Availability of a farm successor          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o. Availability of nonfarm work to supplement 
income 
         
p. Long term weather issues (drought, 
climate change) 
         
q. Recent weather events (floods, storms, 
etc) 
         
 
D10. To what extent do the following regional, national or international 








To better understand the dynamics of farm changes in this county, it is very helpful for us 
to have a profile of the economic situation of each farm in the study.  We realize that this 
information is sensitive, and we want to assure you that your answers will be treated 
as strictly confidential. 
E1. Which of the following categories represents the total farm receipts for this 
farm business in 2006?  (Please place a check beside the category that comes 
closest to your total farm receipts.  Include all receipts from the sale of crops, 
livestock, milk products, government payments and refunds, and income from 
custom work for other farms.) 
 Less than $10,000    
 $10,000 to $24,999 
 $25,000 to $49,999 
 $50,000 to $99,999 
 $100,000 to $249,999 
 $250,000 to $499,999 
 $500,000 and above 
 
E2. What percentage of your 2006 total gross farm receipts came from the 
following sources? 
 
 % in 2006 
% from sale of livestock ............................................................. % 
% from sale of crops................................................................... % 
% from all other sources ............................................................ % 
 Total = 100% 
 
E3. What percent of your 2006 sales of crops and livestock came from direct sales 
to consumers, other farmers, or neighbors?  (If you had no direct sales, write “0”) 
 
% from direct sales .................................................................... % 
      
E4. Taking into account the current market value of all of your farm business assets 
(land, buildings, equipment, etc.) and all of your current farm business short and 
long-term debts, what is your best estimate of the ratio of debts to assets on 
your farm? 
 We have no outstanding debts 
 Our farm debts are below 10 % of our assets 
 Our farm debts are between 10 to 40% of our assets 
 Our farm debts are above 40% of our assets 
 
E5. What proportion of your total household income comes from farm sources?  
 All of our income is from farm sources (no off-farm or non-farm income) 
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 More than half of our income is from farm sources 
 Our household income is evenly split between farm and off-farm sources 
 Less than half is from the farm; most of our income is from off-farm sources 
(wages, salaries, pensions, income from non-farm businesses, or dividends 
and interest) 
 Very little is from the farm; almost all of our income is from off-farm sources 
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LAND USE ISSUES IN FREDERICK COUNTY 
We are particularly interested in land use change in this county, and the role of local 
community groups, leaders, and policies in shaping the future decisions of landowners. 
F1. Approximately how many houses are adjacent to the land you own or 
rent?(i.e., they share a property line with land you own or rent or are across a road 
from this land) 
    ____ Houses 
Of these adjacent houses,  
• In how many of them do you know at least one household member?
 ____ Houses 
• How many were built in the last 5 years?    
 ____ Houses 
  
F2. On a scale of 1 to 7, do you think population growth and development in 
Frederick County is having a positive or negative impact on the quality of life 






            Very 
Positive 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
             
 
F3. On a scale of 1 to 7, do you think population growth and development in 






            Very 
Positive 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
             
 
F4. On a scale of 1 to 7 (where 1 is ‘very pessimistic’ and 7 is ‘very optimistic’) are 







            Very 
          Optimistic 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 




F5. If you wanted to sell some or all of your farmland for residential home 






            Very 
Difficult 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
             
 
F6. Overall, when it comes to allowing housing development on farmland, do you 
think local land use policies are too restrictive, about right, or too permissive 








1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
             
 
F7. There are a range of policies used by local governments to manage land use 
changes in their rural areas.  For each of the following types of policies, please 
indicate how you and your family have been impacted by the policy. (If the 
policy does not exist in this county, check the circle) 
 
 Type of Impact 
















Countywide Comprehensive Plan        
Zoning Ordinance that defines 
permitted uses of different parcels 
of land 
      
Zoning ordinances that requires a 
large minimum lot size in the 
Agricultural District 
      
Rules and regulations restricting 
ability of property owners to 
subdivide their parcels 
      
Voluntary Agricultural Preservation 
District program that protects a 
farm for a minimum of five years 
from non-farm development 
      
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Voluntary programs to 
purchase/acquire agricultural 
easements from landowners 
      
Economic development projects or 
programs to support agriculture in 
the county 
      
Right-to-Farm ordinance 
protecting farmers from nuisance 
complaints 
      
 
F8. Thinking of the land use policies in this county, what would you say the overall 













Keeping land in this county in farming or 
agricultural uses 
     
The viability of commercial farms in the 
county 
     
Enabling new farms to get started in the 
county 
     
Keeping residential development out of 
agricultural areas 
     
Protecting the rights of property owners      
 
F9. In general, how consistently are land use regulations enforced in this county? 
 Very consistently  
 Usually consistently 
 Not very consistently 




F10. In the past five years, have any neighbors complained about agricultural 
operations on the land you own? 
    NO      YES 
F11. How supportive of farming in the county are the following people and 
institutions? 
 






County government ............................................................          
City/Municipal governments ...............................................          
Economic development 
organizations ................................................................ 
         
Media (such as newspapers)..............................................          
Farm Bureau          
General Public ....................................................................          
Banks/financial institutions .................................................          
Local environmental 
organizations/activists................................................... 
         
 
F12. Over the next 5 years, how likely are you to do any of the following with 
your land?  
 
TYPE OF CHANGE 
Definitely 
will Not sure 
Definitely 
won’t 
Rent land to a farmer ......................................................      
Sell land to a farmer........................................................      
Sell housing lots directly to 
individuals 
     
Sell any of my land to a 
developer ........................................................................ 
     
Develop my own land for housing...................................      
 
F13. For each of the following statements please indicate whether you strongly 




Statement Strongly Disagree Neutral 
Strongly 
Agree 
Most residents of Frederick County agree that 
farming positively contributes to the quality of 
life in the county 
         
Overall, farmers and nonfarmers in this county 
get along well 
         
More should be done to promote and develop 
agriculture here 
         
Diverse agricultural groups in this county work 
well together 
         
Local government does a good job of allowing 
public input into land use decisions in this 
county 
         
Land use policies in this county are effective at 
preserving farming in the county 
         
In general, the citizens of this county are very 
supportive of farming in the county 




Finally, we need to ask a few questions about your background.  This information, as 
with all information provided in this interview, will remain strictly confidential. 
G1. How old are you?      ____ years 
 
G2. Are you male or female?      Male  Female 
 
G3. How many years have you lived in this county? _____ years or all my life 
 
G4. What is your highest level of formal education attained? 
 Some high schools, but no diploma 
 High school graduate (includes equivalency) 
 Some college (no degree), associate degree, or completed technical school 
program 
 Bachelors degree 
 Graduate or professional degree 
 
G5. Please indicate your principal occupation or whether you are retired.(Check the 
one category that best applies to you.) 
 Farmer 
 Nonfarm wage or salary job 
 Nonfarm self-employment  
 Retired from farming 
 Retired from another occupation 
 Other (Specify: _______________________________________________)   
 





Farm organization (Farm Bureau, Grange, 
Farmers Union, etc.) ......................................................................  
   
Farm commodity group........................................................................     
A property rights organization ..............................................................     
A smart growth/land-use related 




Any other types of local farm-related 
association .....................................................................................  
   
 
G7. What would is the approximate range of your total household income in 2006? 
 Less than $15,000 
 $15,000 to $24,999 
 $25,000 to $34,999 
 $35,000 to $49,999 
 $50,000 to $74,999 
 $75,000 to $99,999 




If you have any other comments that you would like to share with us at this time, please 


































We would like to THANK YOU for taking the time to complete this survey.  We know that you are 
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Department of Sociology, Social Work and Anthropology, Utah State University, 2010 
Dissertation: “The Influence of Collective Action and Policy in the Development of 
Local Food Systems” 
 
Master of Landscape Architecture  
Department of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, Utah State 
University, 2005 
Certificate in NEPA analysis 
Thesis: “Social Capital and Implementation: A Comparative Analysis of Trail 
Planning” 
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English Literature, The Catholic University of America, 1998 
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Bio-West, Inc. May 2008 to present 
 
Instructor of Sociology 
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Utah State University 2005 to 2008 
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Outdoor Educator/Trip Leader 
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RESEARCH AND PROJECTS 
Current Research 
“Agricultural Adaptation at the Rural-urban Interface: Can Communities Make a 
Difference?” 
USDA-funded national study looking at how and under what conditions local 
communities are able to influence the trajectory of agricultural change and 
adaptation at the rural-urban interface 
 
Completed Research 
2008 “Theorizing Segregation: Taking Space Seriously” 
 Currently under revision 
 
2005 “Social Capital and Implementation: A Comparative Analysis of Trail 
Planning” 
Study explored how social variables influence the implementation of 
community action projects in a rural Utah community 
 
2005 “Bear River Greenway Master Plan” 
Regional master plan to guide future land use decisions in  
Cache Valley, Utah 
 
2005 “Brigham City Trails Master Plan 
Developed master plan to be adopted by Brigham City, Utah 
 
2005  “Landscape Cycles: Connecting People to Place through Agriculture” 
Sustainable Landscapes Conference  
Explored the connection between food and human life cycles to better 
understand how people are connected to the places in which they live 
through food systems 
 
2004 “Desert Water: Shaping Our Future” 
Sustainable Landscapes Conference  
Addressed water-related issues including ethics, restoration, policy, use 
and conservation, regional planning, and regenerative design 
 
2004 “Wetland Functional Assessment” 





2002 “People and Fire: Community Understandings of Fire and Fire 
Management” 
BLM-funded study that explored community attitudes towards fire in the five 
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SELECTED PRESENTATIONS 
2006 “Decline of Public Life in American Communities: the Spatial Variable” 
Presented at American Sociological Association Annual Conference in 
Montreal, Canada 
 
2006 “The Decline of Sociability in American Public Life” 
Presented at American Sociological Association Annual Conference in 
Montreal, Canada 
 
2005 Bear River Greenway Master Plan 
Presented plan to public, clients, partners and public officials in Logan, 
Utah 
 
2004 Brigham City Trails Master Plan 
Presented plan to Brigham City Council and residents in Brigham City, Utah 
 
GRANTS AND AWARDS 
Awards and Honors 
 
2005 American Society of Landscape Architects Student Honor Award for 
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2005 The Honor Society of Sigma Lambda Alpha - Zeta Chapter 
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2004 Student Leadership Award 
Department of Landscape Architecture, Utah State University 
 
Grants and Fellowships Received 
 
2008 Graduate Student Senate Award  
2007 R. Welling Roskelley Scholarship  
2007 Calvin and Janet Mauer Scholarship  
2006 Graduate Student Senate Professional Development Grant  
2006 Women and Gender Research Institute Travel Grant  
2006 Graduate Student Senate Travel Award  
 
SERVICE 
Sustainable Landscapes, Logan, Utah, 2003-2005 
Chair of the student-run non-profit  
Major activities included organizing two regional conferences on topics related to 
sustainability and fundraising 
 
Durango High School, Durango, Colorado, 2002 
Helped sophomore-level class design and implement water-wise native plant design 
for sections of the high school campus 




Willing Workers On Organic Farms, New Zealand, 2000 
Worked as a volunteer on an organic perma-culture farm on the South Island 
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